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Coronavirus,
Rebranding, &

Our Commitment

As 1 type these words,
Florida has a record number
of new COVID-19 cases.
One projection model says
the Sunshine State has
“all the markings of the
next large epicenter of
coronavirus transmission”
and risks being “the worst
it’s ever been.”!

By the time you read these words, things could
be much worse. Or a little better. Or about the
same. We just don’t know. That’s the way it’s been
for much of the year.

But here’s what I do know: Whether the
numbers go up, down, or remain the same, our
team at DLC is ready. It’s an unwritten motto
around here: We are always ready to meet the
behavioral health needs of our community.

We launched our Virtual Care Center early
during the pandemic, so we could continue
serving neighbors via online counseling and
appointments. Our methods have had to change,
but our mission has not—and we haven’t skipped
a beat.

The Virtual Care Center also plays a role in an
ongoing rebranding process we launched in the
spring. Three important pieces highlight these
changes:

1) We’ve changed our name slightly.
We’ve transitioned from David Lawrence Center
(singular) to David Lawrence Centers (plural,
or “DLC” for short). One, because we have
facilities in several locations. And two, because
we now feature six areas of focus, which we’re
calling our Centers of Excellence. The Virtual
Care Center is just one of these Centers, and we
look forward to introducing you to the remainder
in the fall.

2) We’ve changed our tagline. The
previous one was, “For Mental Health &
Addiction Recovery.” While we certainly still
offer those services, we’ve broadened our scope
in recent years—plus, more organizations today
are putting “mental health” and “addiction”
challenges together under the term “behavioral
health”—thus sparking our new tagline: “David
Lawrence Centers for Behavioral Health.”

3) We’ve updated our logo. It’s mostly the
same but has a more contemporary look and
feel. The individual reaching for the star still
represents what we’re all about: Every person has
the potential to reach for, and grab, the stars.

So, that’s what we’'ve been up to lately—
navigating a pandemic, expanding our services,
and undergoing a brand change! It’s been a busy,
challenging, and yet fulfilling season, and I'm
incredibly proud of our team and the mission
we're advancing.

And most of all, I'm so very appreciative of your
compassionate support.

ety

Scott Burgess
President & CEO

1. Croft, J.; Holcombe, M. (2020, June 19). Florida reports nearly 4,000
new coronavirus cases, a record single-day increase. CNN. https://www.cnn.
com/2020/06/19/health/us-coronavirus-friday/index.html.






SUCCESS STORY

“I| Watched Myself Die”

Death on a dash cam

It was December 13, 2017. I had overdosed while driving
down Interstate 75, blacked out, and ran off the road and
into a fence. A Florida Highway Patrol trooper stopped a few
minutes later. My doors were locked and I was unresponsive,
so he broke through the window. When he found out I didn’t
have a pulse, he pulled me out through my window and
started yelling, “Ma’am, please wake up! Please, God, wake
up!”

He gave me CPR, and I came back to life. “She’s breathing,”
the state trooper said.

The whole thing was recorded on his dash cam. A few days
later, I saw the video, and it changed my whole perspective. I
knew I had to make some changes.

I got a DUI and spent another 30 days in jail. After that, the
local drug court program sent me to DLC to get the help I
desperately needed.

By then, I was tired of fighting. So I just surrendered to the
process and did everything they told me—group therapy,
individual therapy, trauma therapy, all of it. I was at DLC
almost every day for six months. They held me accountable,
and they encouraged me. They helped me build a strong
foundation for my recovery.

"DLC held me accountable, and they

encouraged me. They helped me build

a strong foundation for my recovery."
— CORY, DLC Client

While in the program, I chose to live in a sober house to
set myself up for success. I didn’t want to go back to my
old ways. My whole attitude has changed, and now I've been
sober for more than two years.

I'm really focused on giving back. I sponsor women in a 12-
step program. I tell my story in different places. I'm a peer
mentor at my sober house, where I also lead a spirituality
workshop and teach yoga classes.

I'm also an instructor at Yoga Lab, and I feel happier and
healthier than ever, thanks to DLC. If it weren’t for them, I
don’t know where I'd be. But because of them, I've found my
life’s purpose, which is to help others.

Supporters like you make success stories like Cory’s possible.

Thank you for your support!

Change the Date!

Sound Minds™
somommns LUNCheon 2020

November 20, 2020 = 11:30 AM-1:30 PM
RITZ-CARLTON GOLF RESORT

2600 TIBURON DRIVE, NAPLES

TICKETS: $275 INDIVIDUAL = $500 VIP
DLCSoundMinds.org

DLC’s 2020 Sound Minds™ Luncheon has been rescheduled to Friday,
November 20, 2020. The Luncheon will feature The Honorable Patrick
J. Kennedy, a former Congressman and Founder of The Kennedy
Forum, who will detail his personal journey and advocacy e orts with
mental illness and substance use disorders. Immediately following
the luncheon will be a VIP reception. Sponsorship opportunities
are available. For more details, visit DLCSoundMinds.org or e-mail
donorcare@dlcmhc.com.

Co-chairs: Rob and Kate Edwards and Earle K. Borman, Jr.

GULFSHORELIFE.






